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Small Gopher Drill used at Lamb Lake... The drill
wasn’t powerful enough to break through the
heavy sand overburden covering the target.

The Northern Miner  is the bible of mineral exploration around
the world.   Each week it publishes important information about the

industry, including stock prices, new contracts and recent discoveries.
Several articles over the past few issues high-lighted Canadian
Diamonds, and especially the potential for finding a major diamond

deposit in QuJbec. 

Air Portable Diamond
Core Drill

Displayed in the picture below,  is
a high-torque, low weight, air
portable core diamond drill.  The
drill in the photograph is
manufactured in Western Canada,
and sells for over one hundred
thousand dollars.  We have
designed our own drill based on
our  spec i f i c  needs and
circumstances.  It is similar to the
one in the photograph, but has
almost twice the horsepower @
120hp. 

Capital Hydraulic on Tenth Line
Road in Ottawa, are assembling
the drill and the final cost will be
less than seventy thousand
dollars.

Equipment Update

Drilling
Drilling is one of many exploration tools. It should not be considered
the final step in the exploration process.  Kimberlites & Lamporites are
normally quite small and notoriously difficult to drill.  As a general rule
we will be drilling three vertical holes on each target.   Once we
encounter Kimberlite or Lamporite, we will cross-drill the target to
determine its shape and size.

Presently, we have over twenty five targets to drill.  With exploration
ongoing, it is likely that we will identify another ten or twelve targets
before the end of the summer.

The cost to drill a single target is approximately $8000 exclusive of
the expense of moving the drill up to the target site.

Drilling on our targets is somewhat complicated due to the complex
geology and heavy overburden cover.  For example, at Lamb Lake we
face approximately one hundred forty feet of fine sand cover.  Its like
drilling through sandpaper.  We face the same problem at Ward Lake,
Lac L’Argent and on part of Bryson Lake.  Sand requires an
enormous amount of torque to run the drill-casing through to bedrock.

Just as great is the difficulty posed by the fact that
Kimberlite/Lamporite rocks weather quickly and often lie under
depressions.  These depressions fill with debris and are situated
under swamps and/or lakes.  Drilling on a lake is normally easiest
during winter when the ice is thick enough to support the weight of the
drill.  Unfortunately, last winter, the temperature was not cold enough
to produce thick enough ice.  Therefore, some of these water covered
targets will be drilled this summer.  This will add an additional
expense since we will need to construct a log platform on which to
support the drill. 


